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, Rom. r2. 13.
Diftributing to the Nece/fisies of Saints.
\NHE Word Saints,in Scripture Phrafe,fometimes
. denotes thofe Perfons who are truly Religious.
: " Thus all theP{almift’sDelight was .

upon theSaints,that were in theEarth, Dfal. 16. 3,
and apon [uch as excelled in Virtue, At other

times it (ignifies fuch as are feparated by God from the -

reft of the World,and thereby made 4 chofin
Generation,a Royal Pricfi-hood,an holy Nation,a X Pet. 2.9,
peculiar PeapleIn this Senfe Chriftians are of-

ten calledSaints by St.Payl,as being lifted under the Bans

ner of our Blefled Redeemer,even tho’ their Morals were

fometimes contrary to their Profeflion, and they allowed

themfelves in the Praice of fuch Abomi-

nations, as they ought to havg abhorred. 1 Gor. 14.33.
‘Thus the Churches of the $aints are the Con-

fregatippg of Chriftians in general,as they are oppofed to
nfidels,without any Diftinétion made upon the account of

their good or evil Lives, whether they adorn’d the Po-
&rine of God out Savior by a futable Converfation, or

had given Ogcafion to the' Enemies of the Lord to blaf-

- pheme that worthy Name by the which they were called.
ljl'lms alfo theWord Sainssis generally underftood in_my

‘Text ; and accordingly Diftribyting to the Neceffity of Saints
betok’cns a charitable Cor{::ibution towards tf:e Relief

of fuch poor Chriftians as are in hard Cir’cumﬁ‘anccs! and .

labor under Want. .

Now the Providence of God does conftantly order .
- and dire& the Affairs of this World after fuch a man-

ner, that as fome do abound:in Wealth, and have all
things richly to enjoy : fo others ftand in need of almoft
all the Bleffings of Life, and through extréme Poverry
are defticute, afflied, tormented. Nor is this Diftri-
bution of things an Argument of our Heavenly Father’s

. grudging to any of his Creatures, the full Enjoyment of

3 this
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this Wor]d';Goodsr,-or of his Inability to beftow them

upon every individualPerfon that is capable of receiving

. them : but ‘a Demonftration of his infinite Wifdom in -
the Contrivance and Dipofal of all Temporal Matters
in Order to our Erernal Good. For did every Man wal-

“low in Plenty, and poffefs an equal Share of Temporal
Felicity ; a very great Numper of thofe Graces, the At-
rainment and Exercife of which are neceffary to perfe&
and improve our Souls, and bring them nearer. to God,
and confequently to prepare tham for eternal Happinefs.;

‘would be impoflible ro us, and for that reafon never pra- .

&ifed by us.* The Rich would have no Opportunities of
exerting thofe Godlike Qualities of proteé&ting the Op-
prefed, ﬁaﬁpnrtin‘g the Afflifted, feeding the Hungry,
cloathing the Naked, and comforting the miferable ; nor

‘would the* poor have any Occafion for Patience under -

Calamities, .Gratitude to' Temporal Benefa&ors, and
pouring our their Souls to God, when their Hearts are

Aull of Trouble. And yet thefe and- the like Duties have
- an unfpeakable Influence upon our Minds; ‘to corre&,

enlarge, refine and fafhion them, and: thereby to reduce
all our Spiritual'Faculties to an entire Conformity to
God’s Will § npon the Poffeffion of whicl Conformity _

‘al true Happinefs is built, whether in this-or'in the o~
. therWorld. - e . - .

* - And oht that every Chriffiar were” throughly con~
vinc’d of this great Truth, That Almighty God fuits
every Man's Condition to the Inclinations of his Mind,.-
and intends by the Peculiarity of his Fortuneto make
him truly good ; .fo that all cur Endowments, Incomes,
Succefles, Difappointments; Afli&ions, Diftempers, and
the like, gre either fo many needful Medicines admini-

ftred by the, great Phyfitian of ‘Souls, to purge away our =

Corruptions ; or elfe Appointments of Religious Exers

cife and Labor, to imploy and invigorate our Faculties,

to create or increafe A&ivity in us, and thereby efta-
‘blifh us in a Spiritual Health and Soundnefs, which is~
the Foundation of all folid Blifs. Then might every

Perfon,by refleting upon his own Station in the World,

. and what feeming Actidents God has encompafled him
‘with, learn, not only his own Defedls, but dlfo what
Remedies Infinite Wifdom knows to be moft expedient,

. and has a&ually appointed, for'them. And by a Sub-
miffive Diligence in the ufg of thofe Means, by an intire
_Refignation ro the unerring Wil of our beft Friend,
Ly a grateful Senfe of fuch an over-ruling Goodrllc'ft

. : whick:

\
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which -almoft driwes us forward‘to our own RealGood
we'might moft effe@udlly make our Calling and Eletion

- fure,-and take thefpeedieft and fafeft Courfe'of increafing
- our future Reward, and obtaining an excerding weéight of

Glory. .

errefore the Variety of Conditions in the 'World
carries on God’s great Defign of bringing us to himfelf,and
everyCreature’s Lot is intended to complete tlris univer-
fal Harmony. By various Methods God works upon the
various Difpofitions of Men, who, by moving futably
in their refpe&tive Spheres, do ‘at once both benefit
themfelves, and promote the Happinefs of others alfo.
This admirable Mixture of human Affairs, this blending

~ the feveral Eftates of Men, this caufing every Chrifti-

an’s Happinefs and Duty to depend upon, be twifted
with, and direfted by, his Brother Chriftian’s Cafe, de-
monftrates,that we lie under an indifpenfable Obligativn
to confider, not our felves only, bur all that are round
about us ; that we are bound to adapt our Defigns and
A&ions to-zheir Circumftances ; and fo to imploy every

Talent wherewith God has entrufted us, as may moft of -

all conduce Yo the Contmon Welfare.

And particularly the Rich are hereby required to fup-
ply the Wants of the Roor. They are taught, that what
Provifion is in their Pofleffion,ought to be {pread abroad
for public Refrefhment ; that tho’ they keep the Gom-
‘mon Stock, yet ’tis pot their own, but prepared by
their Mafies for a Common Support ; that they are only
the Stewards, butnot the Proprietors, of God's Bounty ;
and ,confe(i‘u'ent'ly, tho’ they eat the more delicate Por.
tions, yet they muft notdevour the whole ; thdt the reft
of Mankind are part of God’s Family,and that tho’ they
are forced to reveive their daily Bread from the Hands
of others, yet mone of them ought to want it. 'So that

. wherefoevér God has furnifhed the Rich with Objedts,

there theyare bound to minifter Charity, as of the Abi-
lity which God giveth. o S
' - But then thofe Perfons, who are our Brethren, not by

- Nature only, but alfo by Adoption into the Church,have
‘yet a better Claim ; and thio”, as' we have O portunii:ly,
“we muft do good unto 47 Men, yet we muft efpecially

regard thofe that are of the Houfthold of

Faith. " Thus in the Beginning of the Go- 4&s 4: 32,

{pel,ths Mulritude of them that believed,wereof 33, 34 35-

one-Heart and of one Soul; neither [aid any of -

them, thas ought of the things wgz'cb be poﬁ)ﬁd was bis owon
. : 3 - - b
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éu} they bad all tbi:);zg: common..  Neither was tbm Any aziing

thom that lacked ; for as many as were Poffeffors of Lands on
Houfis, fold them,and brought.she Prices of the things that were
Jold, 4nd laid them down at the /!p}/!lg: Feet 5 aud Diftribu~
tion was made unto every Man according as he bad necd. Bea
caufe we are- Sons of God through Chrift, there¢fore
Brotherly Love muft continue amongft-us; neither mufy )

0

. we forget to do good apd communicate, becaufe with

fuch Sacrifices God, who is our'Common Father, is
well pleafed.  From the inexhauftible Spring of the Dis’
vine Love we every one derive our Portion; and fince
*tis the Will of our Supreme Benefa&or, that the Rich

fhould be the Channels of bis Bounty, and convey it to

the reft of the World; certainly for them to withhold

Gooa when ’tis in the Power of ‘their Hands to do it, is”

to invert the Courfe of Nature. 'Tis a Rebellion againft
od, and the bafeft Ingratitude towards himpupan whofe

immenfe Bouaty they themfelves do every Moment fub-

nft.. . . v

Let us therefore fever pretend to wearthe Name of-

' Chriftians, if we want Bowels of Compaffion, and refufe

to tread in the Steps of our dear Loxrd, who with an
o . unwearied Diligence went about’ doing
Jobn13.35.  good, and has aflured us, bar by this fhad
- all Men know thar we aré his Diftiples, if we

Fkave love one to another.
Bu this Love muft exert it felf; and be difcovered by
its Fruits. Bare good Words or good Wifhes are na

- Proofs of a kind Heart, nor of any Ufe and Benefit to -

‘

the diftrefled Members of Chiift. if 4

James .15, Brother or Siffer be naked, and deflitute of

16. daily Food, and ene of you fay unto them, De.

' part in Pesce, be youwarmed and Silled: Not-

m‘:hﬁmdi? e give them ot thofe things which ave meedful

to the Body ; What.doth it profit 2 Such Eypreflions of

Kindnefs without futable A&ions, are deteftable Hypo-

crify,.and may iffue forth from Hearts hardes then the |
nether Mill-Stone. Wherefore, /et us.not

" XJohn3.18. lpvein Word, meither in Tengue, but in Deed

o ond in Truth ; and confequently let the Af-
flited not only hear, but taf and frel our ‘Love, For
: whefo hath this World's good, and [eeth bisBre-
Virfe 17. | ther have need, and foutteth up his Bowels of
' ‘Campgx‘on‘ﬁdm bimy hom dwelleth the Love of

’
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.Chiift has fet us a very different Example ; for yek» »
the Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that tho' be

wes rich, yet for your [skes be bccame poor, 2 Cor.8. 9.
that e sthrough his Poverty might be rich. :

_And fhall thofe then, who' profefs themfelves his Difci-

ples, grudge to their Chriftian Brethren, even the Mem-
bers of the Body of thisvery Jefus Chrift, fuch Relief as

. . they can conveniently fpare? Will they not fuffer the

poor to cat of the Crumbs which fall fiom that Table,

N where they themfelves are fed to the full and feafted ? -

But farther, whatthey beftow upon the neceflitous, i
not loft. Fer be that bath pity spon the poor, -
lendeth wmto the Lord; and tbas which he bath . Prov.19.17.
given, will be pay bim again. .God has Blef-
fings enough in Store to fatisfy the moft enlarged Appe-
tite'; he hasRewards in his Power fufficiént to tempt e-

" ven the moft covetous Chriftian to be lavith inCharity.E-

ven in this prefent, World Alms generally increafe the -
Stock of thofe that expend them jFor the liberal Soul fball be
made fas 5 and hathas watercth, fball bewatercd :
bimfelf: And be thet bath s bountifulEyefballbe Prov.i1.2s,°
blefled, for be givveth of his Bread to the poor. So  Prov. 22 9.
thay 2 Man thrives by generous A &tions,and - :
makes himfelf rich and happy by fuccouring the mifera-
ble. If thou draw out thy Soul to the bungry,
and [atisfy the affusted Soul s then fhall thy light 1faish §8.
vife 14 obfcurity, ‘and-thy Darkncfs be as the 10, 11.
Nogn-Day ;and the Lord [hall guide thee conting- > .
Ally, and [atisfy thy Soul in drought, and make fat thy Bones ;
and thou fbalt be like a watered Garden, and like' a Spring of
Water,whofe Waters fail nos. ’

Do not fear, that you your felves fhall want,what your

" Charity beftows ; or that God will fuffer your Eftates

to grow lefs, becaufe your Love to your Brethren is
great. Hear what God fays to his chofen People; If
there be among you a poor Man, of one of thy <
Brethren, within any of thy Gates, in thy Land, Desat. 15.
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou fbalt 7, 1o.

mot harden 1hy Heart, nor fhut thy-Hand from thy

poor Brother ; but thow fbalt open thine Hand wide unto bim,
and fhalt furely dend bim [ufficient for bis need, in that which
be wanseth. . 3hou fhait furely give him, and thine Hears fhall
a0t be grieved when thou giveft unto bim 5 becanfe. thas for
this the Lord thy God fball ble[s'thee in all thy Worksy and in
all that thow pusteft shine band snto. :

A g The
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The readieft way to arm our felves againft the Uncer.
tainty of Fortune, and te fecure the Enjoyment of Pro-
fperity, is this very mechod which I am perfuading you

_to. For you know who has declar'd, that ke thas giveth

unto the poor, fball not lack. N:y, your Po-
t of thefe good
Pfal.37.26. Ations ; for the righteous is ewer merciful and -
lendceh,and therefore bis Seed is bleffed. Howe-

. ever, the Ha‘yzpincfs of Heaven is infinitely more worth

than all the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of
them; and that Happinefs is often promifed to thofe,who
a by relieving the poor lay up Treafures there;

" Heb. 6. 10. For.Gedis not unrighieous, to forges your Work

and Labour of Love, which ye bave [hewed to~
ward bis Name, in that ye have minifired to the Saints, and.
yet do minifter. Our holy Redeémer accepts of all fuch
charitable Benefaltions, as beftowed upon his own Per:
fon; and at the laft Day he will openly dechire to fuch
mescify) -and tender-hearted Chriftians, in the Face of
: that univerfal Aflembly ; Zerily I fay unto you,
*Matt.25.40. inafmuch asye haue domeit untoome of the leaft
, of thefe my Brethren, ye have\done i unto me.
So that we have all poffible Encouragement to the Pra.
&ice of this Duty. Tis infinitely pleafant in it felf ;
"tis certainly the'greateft Voluptuoufnefs in the World ;
’ti§ commanded by God ; it procutes us many Tempos
ral Bleflings,and tranfinits the fame to our Pofterity ; the
Reward of it is un{peakable and:-€ternal, and the V{raci.:
ty of God is engag'd to beftow it upon us. He owns the
ercy as fhewn to himfelf, and condefcends to be our -
Debtor for the Return and Recompence of it Le? s not
© " 'be weary therefore in well doing ; for in due.
Gal. 6. 9. Seafon we fhall veap, if we faint not. Let wd
3Cor.15.58.  be fledfaft, unmoveable,always abounding in thé -
o Wrk of the Lord, forafmuch as we know . (and
Experience will one Day convince ys) rhat our Labouris
.pot in vain in the Lord. . s
But on the contrary, if we harden our Heasts againft
the Poor, and will not. diftribute. to their Neceffities;
what mfinite Vengeance ‘hangs over our,Heads? 'Tig
poffible God may feverely vifit for fuch-inhuman Wick-
. * ednefs, even in this prefent World ; for as
Prov.yv.24. thereis that fcastereth, and -yes ‘increafeth ; fo.
. - thereis that mithholdeth more than is meet, bur
it tendeth to Poverty Burt inthe World to come he will
infallibly execute Wrath upen {uch unrelenting Siqﬁrs.
N N - . . ] ! . . cq :
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Then will they infallibly curfe their too great Love of
this World, and wifh that they had rather given all theig
Goods to feed the poor, than come into that Place of
Torment. Infernal Flames will effeGually melt their
ftony Hearts 5 and when ’tis too late, they will thrcugh-
1y be convinced of their Foll{. "Twill be then in vain
fzr,the coverous Mifer to implore 'the Forgivenefs of
God ; becaufe then there will be no place for Pitiy"a, tho’
he feek it with that incongeivable Importunity, that ex«
treme Bitternefs of Spirit, thofe Rivers of Tears, that Par
thetic infernal Eloquence, which theSenfe of infupporta-
ble Miferies-will force from_him. God will then thut hiq
Ears,and be deaf to hisIntreaties.He fball bave
Sudgment withont Mercy, that bath [bewed no - Fames2.13.
mercy 3 and whofo floppeth bis Ears at thecry of Prov.21.13.
the poor, he fhall one day cry bimfelf, but he o
foail not be beard. Then fhall the Lord upbraid fuch
Wretches with theirCruelty to his ownPerfon, faying,in-
afmuch as ye did it not 2o one of the leaft of shefe, .
ye did it not to me ; adding alfo this terrible  Mart.25.45.
Voice of moft juft Judgment,Depart fromme,  Verfe 41.
e curfed, into everlafting Fire, ﬁre pared for the '
- "Dewil and his Angels. THofe aftonifhing Words will faften
the Birs of Hell agaisift them. Then fhall it be too late
to knock, when the Door is'thut; and too late to cry for
Mercy, when’tis the Time of juﬁice.‘ : o

If 'twere poffible for me to defcribe the Tortures of the
Damned ,and thofe inexpreflible Joys alfo which theRigh-~
teous fhall inherit;if I could reprefent the Defpair and An-
guifh of the Covetous entring into the one and theTranf-

. ports of theMerciful entring‘into the other Portion;1 fay,

cou'd 1 paint thefe things in as Jively Colors as they de-
ferve;then wou'd I doubt not of perfuading the Mi{{r to
fcatter his Gold,and exchange his Earthly Treafures for
Bags that wax not oldto give a liberal Share of his pre-
fentWealthfor a Reverfion in the Life to come.He wou'd
foon be perfetly fatisfied, as much Pleafure as he takes
in fcraping up an Eftate, that Charity turns to a far better

Account, than heaping up Silver as the Duft, and fine

Gold as the Mire of the Streets. A fair Profpe& of our
- After-State would quickly alter Men’s Notions, and give

" . them a juft Senfe of the Reafonablenefs of all God’sCom-

mands, particularly that of diffributing to the Neceffeies §f
Saints. ; S

Leg us then ferioufly refle® upon the Confequences of
eur A&ions ; and confider, ow great fhall be the Rewa‘n:}
¥ ' . . o

’
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of gividg Alms, and how great the Punithment of demyimg
S them. Let us remember the Words of the Lord
Adds 20.35. Jefus,bow ke faid, It ismove blc[fedyto gime shass
_ tereccive.  And if we believe that our Sa-
wior's Opinion is worth regarding, Tet us endevor to
aét acconﬁlngly. .Lecthe Rich in this World e richin good
. works, ready to difiribute, willing te communi-
. -3 Tim6.18,19. _case, laying up in Store for themf.lves & good
‘ » Foundation againé the Time 10 come, that they
maylay bold ox eternal Life. '
‘Give meleave now to apply what has been faid, to the
~ Qccafion of this Difcourfe. It has pleafed God in this de-
rete Age, totouch the Hearts of many ‘worthy Per-
ions, and fill them with a wonderful Zeal for his Glory,
and the Salvation of Souls. -~ This Flame (blefled be our
Heavenly Father) has already broken forth in many Cor-
ners of the Land, and fpreads a new Light and Warmth

30 the World. It kindlesa Senfe of Religion in the Breafts .

of others,and thefe promifing Beginnings give us grounds
g0 hope for a thorow Reformation, Several Methods
.Bave been tryed in order to this glorious end ; but none’
feems fo proper,as that which has ot late been begun,and
‘fo happily purfued,in this Town. -

There is Jittle Reafon to expe,&,thu‘t/much good will |

ever be done upon fuch as are grown old in Carelefnefs
or open Debauchery. Their evil Habits are probably
"confirm'd ; they are fo much accuftomed to their ways,
-that they will not be perfuaded to forfake them. Where-
fore 2 Trial muft be made upon that Generation which is
now fpringing up, and Endevors muft be ufed to form
~their Minds to Virtue in their tender Years. A Religi-
- ous Education of Youth feems to be the only fuccesful
-way of amending the World ; and if it be univerfally.
+fecured, cannot fail of prodigicus Effe@s. -
But alafs! There is a vaft number of People whofe ve-
vy Poverty finks them intp the groffeft Ignorance,and con-
- fequently into the vileft Debauchery. 'Thus they propa-
gate fuch 2 Race of Men, . as are a ftanding Reproach to
"« Human Nature ;who are but 2 fmall Remove from mere
- Brutes. They know fcarce any thing of 2 Saviour,a Go-

fpel-Covenant, gnd the Rewards and Pugpifhments of ano-

. ther'World ; but are almoft Infidels in the midft of 2
Chriftian Country. And no,Wonder, then,if their Mo-
rals are proportionably vicious. They are indeed com-

" monly Baptized, becaufe ’tis cuftomary ; but they feem

“to leave their Religion at the Font, and to lay it afide as

, foon as ’tis put on. ‘ . Cer-

-,
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Certainly ’tis enough to make the Heart of 2 good Man
bleed, to meet with fuch del?lorablc Objeéts ; atld yet
they fwarm in almoft every Place, but efpecially in the
Jarger Towns. And therefore no Charity furely can be

more acceptable to God, and more beneficial to Mankind, o

than that which is beftowed in the Education 'of fuch
wretched Creatures, who for the want of Religious Prin-
ciples; are dlmoft neceffitated ro be the Devils Slaves.

- They have Souls as well as our felves,and are capable con-
fequently of being truly good or perfettly evil; and the |

ant or Enjoyment of 4 pious Education muft give the'
Turn,and determin their Fate. For as they will inevita-
bly be over-run with all manner of Sin, as the neceffar

Confequence of their deplorable original Cerruption, unleis’
Care be taken in due Time to root up their Vices, or at’
leaft to reftrain the Growth of them: fo if proper Me-’

thods be ufed, if their tender Years be-diligently watched,
if their Spulsare cultivated betimes,if good Seed be fown
and plentifully watered, if Chriftian Principles be inftil-

Jed, and futable Endevors ufed that they may grow.

in Grace; they are capable of producing all the Fruits of
the Spirit, and being as bright and remarkable Examples

of Chriftian Holinefs, as thofe who are born to much
larger Fortunes. - 9

Now thofe Rules which are already fo happily ﬁxf,énd‘ \

T hope will be as carefully obferved, in this place, cannot
fail of Succefs, if God vouchfafes his Blefling (as he cer-
" rainly will) to the pious Endevors of thofe who are the

Promotess and Encouragers of this excellent Work. For

one main Source of the fgncrancc and Vice of the poorer
fort;is this, That they do not learn to read well, becaufe
their Parents cannot afford to pay for their Schooling :
And if any are by chance put to School, they feldom are
kept there fo long, that they can read freely and with
Eafe ; and confequently when they leave the School,their
Reading being laborious and unpleafant to them, for that
reafon they jmmediatelz forget it, or at leaft never
throughly mafter it. Whereas if they were kept fo long
at School, that they could read with Pleafure, the Exer-
cife of reading would be {o far from affrighting them, that
they would be delighted with it; and confequently good
Books (which, unkefs they can read well,they are fcarce
cappble of recciving Advantage by) wou'd infenfibly fill
*em with goodPrinciples,and enticethem to futablePra&i-
ces.For whatever fome may imagin,everlafting Preaching
in public will never make People good, unlefs their pri-
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vate Application crown our public Endevors: And
therefore reading well is the only way to keep thofe
who cannot think ¢lofely and regularly (which never is,
the ignorant Perfon’s Talent) rightly and duly imploye
at hame. Good Books therefore will perfeét what is be-
- gun at Church ;and if good reading be once givea thém,
good Books are eafily, furpifhed, and at a fmall Charge.
Again, The poorer fort are feldom taught their Cate-
chifm. And indeed how fhould they learn it ? *Tis true,
the Minifters ought to examin them in it: but then they
muft firft be cagable of Examination. And how is this
poffible, if the Parents are as ignorant as their Children,
and cannot read it; and the Children are not put to
School to learn it? Whereas if this very little, but moft,
excellent Bopk,thisadmirable Summary of Chriftian Faith
"and Pradtice, were once gottcn perfe&tly by heart, and the
Children (which'is no difficult matter) !id but under-
ftand the Senfe ; this very Book I fay, wou’d make them
truly wife unto Salvation. °Tisa fhort and plain Rule,
and if applyed by an honeft Mind, wou’d readily direct
them in all ordinary Cafes. They wou'd always know
what to believe, and alfo what to do or forbear, becaufe
their Catechifin fays ths or ther. Some line or other
. wou'd conftantly occur to their Memories, and lead them
to Virtue, or keep them from Sin. S
I muft add; that the Children of the poorer fort-are not
fufficiently kept at work.I do not fay that none of 'em do
work ; for fome of them are conftrained to do it,before
they can eat. Their Handsare forced to fill their Bellies,
and if they won't exercife the one, they muft ftarve the
other. But thisI fay, that many poor Children are bred -
up in Idlenefs, that is, they are raught and fuffered to beg.
T would by no means difcourage true Charity; buc I pra-
fefs, I think it a Fault to relieve fuch Creatures. If you
. would get them fome Work, and feed them well, when
they had dore it, You'd do them a real Kindoefs, and by
this means be rid of their Company too. Whereas did
they work all that Time which they fpend in Rambling
about, and lying at the Doors of the Rich in eéxpe&ation
of Alms,they might eafily provide for themfelves; efpeci-
-ally if theRich would be fo kind as to take Care that they
fhould not want it. Butif the Children of the pooronce
get a Habit of Idlenefs, "tis feldom: or never left ; nay, ic
arows ftronger by Age, till ’tis utterly incorrigible.
- Now I aﬁpqal to any confidering Perfon, what fort of
_ Creatures thofe muft be, who cannot read, and havl;e_nq
T o - - Tine
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Principles of Religion, and are inveterately lasy. Why,
. they are too bad for Servants, dangerous in the Neigh.
borhood, always ready to commit the worft of Villanies,
trained up for the Gallows, and fecure.of Damnation. |
. What a Blefling then muft that Education be,which ig
the Reverfe of all this; and what greater Good are you

' - capdble of doing, than by encouraging and fupporting

Chuarity Schools? where thofe poor Creatures, who muit
otherwife have gone on in the high Road to temporal and
eternal Deftruétion, are taught to read well,and inftruét.
ed in their holz Religion, and inured to labor-from their
Infancy; thatt

to themfelves, true Servants of Chrift, and in the end ine
herit eternal Glory. '

1 do not mention what cloathing ‘?on beftow upoxi B

them ; for tho’ that Charity be truly commendable, and
what God will not fail of Rewarding ; yet really the Edu-
cation you afford them, is fo %r;!;{xeakable an Advantage,
that if every one Bf you cou’d belto% upon every one of
thefe Children Eftates equal to your own, the kindnefs
wou'd not be comparable to the Charity of their Educa~
tion. For this is a Mercy to the better part; thisis a
Spiritual Advantage ; ‘tis faving their Souls from Death ;
Nay (with all Humility I beg leave to ufe the Exprefii-
ons) 'tis being, under the blefled F¢fus, Saviers and Re-

deemers to them. . P
And now,my Brethren, I wou’d encourage you to pro-
ceed in this noble Work ; but blefled be Almighty Geod,
you do not need Encouragement. I wou'd alfo affure
you in God’s Name, whofe Ambaffador I am, that you
fhall be rewarded for-it ; if any Alfurance cou’d be sdded
to that which you have already received. For that ins
expreflible Comfort, which cannot but fpring up in your
" ownBreafts, and which is the natural Refult of fuch
‘truly ‘Chriftian Labors, is anabundanp Recompence for
whit you are doing (I had almoft faid) even tho’ there
were no Eternity of Happinefs in Heaven. And there-
fore I cannet but heartily pity the Covetous, who do not

- know the Pleafure of being charjtable. :
But yer your prefens Satisfaltion and Delight in doing
6d, is lefs than a meer Trifle, if compared with what
will follow. Thisis but an Earneft and Pledge of that
Joy, which fhall not only be far greater in ‘degree,but al-
-fo never end. And the Confcience of Kour intending this
" " Charity purely for God's Glory and the good of Souls, is
an Obfignation of the Spirit, God’s own Voiceand Atrte-
ftation within, That if ye hold out thus unto the end, ye
fhall undoubtedly befaved, - I

-

ey may prove ufeful to theWorld Friends

-
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-1 wou'd rather beg leave therefore, to apply my felf &
thofe (for I am {prry to add, that even ﬁ,pgr%' hz an Exﬂ.’
ample has as yet left fome of that number in this Neigh.-
borhood ; to; thofe, I fay) who have not hitherto contri«
bured to the 'Enhrﬁment of your Defign, and caft in
their Offering to the common Stock of this beft: imploy-
ed Charity. [ wou'd intreat them to confider,how they
will anfwer it to God, if they cannot be prevail'd upon to
affift in this Undertaking, 2nd to incredfe the Number of
thofe who injoythis ineftimable Blefling. . C
- Asfor the Charge, 'tis very fmall; efpecially if com.
* par'd with the good it manifeftly does.Befides,if God has
* doné 1o much for yow, will you not make fome Returns
to him,even tho’ yefhould fomewhat fraizen your felves,
by _endevoring to bring Souls to Chrift? I wou'd ask
‘you this plain. Queition. (for upon this Occafion I take |
the Liberty of heing exceéedingly plain) Which of you
cou’d not {pare Six Pence 2 Week out of your vain Ex-
- pences, upon fine Cl8aths; ftrong Liquor, Diverfion, or o-
cher particulars, wherein you might eafily abridge your
felves ?- And if every one wou'd but {pare thus much,
avhat wou'd fwch a Sum do, when added to the prefent
Colle&ions? "Tis hardly’credible,what Influence fg fmall
a Charge wou'd have upon the wheale Country ; what a
vaft number it.wou’d blefs with a good Educatipn (I
muft alfo add) what Favers it would draw down from
‘Heaven upon your Perfons and Famiilies. And cammot fo
{mall a Pittance be wrung from you? -
« Remember, that that Hour will certainly come (God.
only knows how foon) when each Perfon here prefent
dhall leave this earthly T'abernacle,and depart into another
World. Be perfuaded therefore to place your {felvesupon
your Death-Beds, and confider what Views and Notions
'you will then have, what Supports you will shen ftand in
needdf. Nothing willafford you more folid Comfortin
that Condition, than to refle& upon what yéu have &x-
pended for God's fake. The Money which your Recre-
ations, 'your Entertainments, your Equipage, and other
Follies have coft you, will adminifter no Satisfattiqp ; be-
caufe ’tis utterly. loftand gone, and if you bave so reafon
to fear a Punifbment, yet there is at leaft no Reward to be
expefted for it.  Whereas what you have beftowed in
Alms, what you have lent to your dsar Redeemer, is a
-Treafure which’ you may canz with you, and, reap infi-
nite, uncenceivable, eternal Advantage by.- Will you not
thap wifh, ‘thav you had fpared as much as "twas poi}ible
: , - , ' Tom
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from your felves, and converted it to pious Ufes? That '
you had made a lefs Figure here, to make a greater bere-
after ? ‘That you had facrificed the Reputation of dying
more wealthy, to obtain a larger Share of neverfading
Glory? Wou'd you not, I fay, in thofe Circumnftances,
biteerly reproach your felves for the negle& of fach glo-

. rious OQpportunities ; and wifh that your Children had
wanted thofe few Pounds, which will add very little to
their Fortunes, but might have encreafed yoar own Happi-
nefs to an immenfe degree? . ‘ :

Oh,that we cou’d be prevail'd upon to a& always,as we

. wou’d"be glad to have atted, when we come to die ; that
all our Defigns and Endevers wou'd tend, not barely
€0 aggrandize our felves, or gratify our Inclinations for~
the prelent, but to lay the Foundation of Celeftial Ha
pinefs,and amafs Wealth in another Werld! Then fhou'd
we be forward to Jabor in Religion ; and rejoice at eve-,
ry Poflibility of deing good, much more than if; the

brighteft eartth Diadem were laid at our Feet. Thea -

fhouid we, with an unwearied Diligence, {;""" for ways
of pleafing our great Mafiar, and think no Pains fufficient,
in gis Service. How wou'd Chriftianity then flourifh 2

What a flaming Zeal wou'd then burn within us ? How .

cager fhou’d we be in all Inftances of Duty ? How impa-
tiently fhou'd we ftrive, not only to equal each other,but
alfo to exceed our felves ; to grow every Moment more
fecventand a&ive in all theWorks of theSpirit,till wear-
riveat Tuch aPerfe&ion inHolinefs,as is not in thisWorl,
capable of Increafe, fuch as Heaven will confirm and
confummate,and fuch as none but God can fully reward.
If thefe great Truths were rivetted in our Breafls,if we
were refolved to a& up to the height of our Principles, if
we were willing to pralife according to what we pro-
fefs, and Ionged for nothing fo much as being in every
refpe&t, and to the utmoft of our Power,Chriftions indeed;
we fhou’d then require no Spurs to this Charity, which
- Jam recommending.to you. ‘The bare Propofal of tha¢
which every Man confeffes to be truly good, moft grate-
ful to God, and moft beneficial to the &’orld, wou'd en~
kindle a Fire in every Soul,and pronfpt him forward te
. a liberal Contribution, to a generous and cheerful Offer-
ing of what his Circumftarices will fuffer him to - give
(asGod has profpered him) for the carrying on-this noble
Defign,which manifeftly tends to the very beft Purpofes,
and canpot poffibly be wrefted to a bad one. N

Re
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Refle@,my Brethren, upon the wretched Condition of
thofe poor Children, which are not already thus provi-
ded for. They are the Members of Chrift’s Body as much
as your felves; and every on€ of them does, by his appa-
tent Neceffity, beg in_ Chrift's Name. Tis your dear
Lord and Savior that asksthe Alms at your Hands; and
he defires nomore than you can well fave from your Va-
nities. Can you dcn{ your Savior fo fmall a Sum ? Will
you give norhing 0 im-that died for you? Will you
* {quander away unneceflary Coft in a Garment, or Wine,:
or Furniture, rather.than [ave a Soul with the fame Mé-
‘ney ? Had you rather a Member of Chrift fhould eters .
- yally,perifh in Hell, than want fome f{mall Bauble, or
:ﬁ:\yart fome: little Humor , torefcue fiim? Can you a&
ghus? Can yay thus negleé the Salvation of others, and
- yei hope to be faved your felves ? - Oh! do not flatter
sufelves with vain Expe&tations. If fuch Madtives as
thefe have
thit you had never been born. -, AR
* But,beloved, we are perfuaded better things of yéu,amd ghings
T that accompany Saluation, tho' we-thus [pfak.

“your
N Yive no Influénce upon you;better were it 'for yous
f P

‘Hb.6.9;  Ycannot but fancy, that I fee- your Hearts

- open and eriflarged ;-nay, that évery-one of

- y~ie fnrning a Refolution of helping forward this glo~

&. May your Refolutions therefore be ripen'd,
1t forzlyinto A&idn. : May every Man thathas
his Diligence to give of that'Little jand may-
bountiful as God has enabled them. - May the
fling which has already attepded this Bufinefs;
thofe' that aré-capablé of ‘advancing it,'to par=
: aly of the prefént Honor afd Comfort,bat al-
o . uw eternal Recompence of it: -May fuch Attempts
be in dué time elfewhere made ; and may God be pre-
fent with the Authors, increafe the Numbers, and mul<
ffply the good Effe@s of them. - May fuch Fountains of -
well doing refrefh the Nation. May Reformation go ont
and profper,till our Lives are agreeable to qur Profeffion 5
till we are reformed in Pra&ice as well as in Doftrine ;
‘that God may have a Church among{t us without Spot or
"Wrinkle or any fuchthing, but that it may be holy and
‘without Blemifh ; that he may delight over us to do us

" . good ; that we may be the Joy of the whole Earth ; and

‘at length be tranflated into that blefléd Place, whereno.

thing that is unclean fhall ever'enter.- ,
. . Which God of his infinite Mercy, grant, &ca
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